
 
 

M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S 
December 17, 2025 

Officers Present: President, Dan Marich; Chair, Jodi Olson; Secretary, Dave Houghton;  
	 	      Co-chair/Trail Coordinator, Joe McKenney; Treasurer, Tammy Johnson 

Meeting: Meeting called to order at 6:00pm, 35 in attendance 

Meeting Minutes: Nov. 19, 2025 minutes approved, (M/S/C) Ken Knutsen/Rick Harding 

Treasures Report: Dec. 17, 2025 Financial report approved, (M/S/C) Steve Carlson/Ken Knutsen 
	 	 	 Checking - $11,920.23	 	 Savings - $77,375.71 

Presidents Report: 
• Trail certification complete 
• 2-way right-of-way w/county completed online 
• Thanks to new business sponsors, Northwoods Surplus, JR Repair 
• No landowner response to tonight’s dinner 
• Maps delivered 
• Snowmobile Safety Training coming up, Thanks to Dan Tarnowski & Jessica Stahl 
• ALS Never Surrender Blackwoods Tour is coming to our facility Thursday, Feb. 12, 2026 
• Talked about our GIA Monies (Grant In Aid); This year should be approx. $36,800, Snowmobile registration a 

big influence of GIA monies, may not see 3rd & 4th benchmarks this year, St. Louis County holding up our 
monies due to contract problems, we are down $11k from ’24-’25 season ******* 

Trail Report - Joe McKenney  
• 60+ hours of trail work so far this year. Very busy 
• Need help, looking to the younger members 
• Everything is brushed and packed, last seasons cutting made a huge difference 
• New equipment operators welcome 
• The ASV did become stuck during brushing, some minor damage on ASV, removed with the aid of Jerulle 

Construction of Side Lake, MN, waiting for a bill from Jerulle 
• Some work done by the Riverside Inn bridge done by contractor, not specific on work completed 
• Help doesn’t show, trail work won’t get done. 
• Next trail work day Dec. 19, 2025, trail work days to be posted 
• Looking into new equipment for trail work, a group from the club will be going to look at a Sherp and the 

Swamp Rider in Bemidji, Mn, discussed funding and need 
• Grooming equipment maintenance coming up, emails will be going out 
• Trail re-route in Leetonia next season, will follow county road right-of-way 
• Note from C.O. Marc Johnson, PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE respect the neighborhood and residents 

when traveling through Leetonia, 10-15 mph, no “BRAP BRAP” (from Oct. meeting) reiterated 
• Logging off the south trail  
• Always looking for some new faces to help out, watch for work day notice’s via email & Facebook 



 
MnUSA News:  

• Feb. 12-15, 2026 MnUSA Winter Rendezvous, Bemidji, MN 
• Secretary Dave Houghton will do Membership Platform Training, This will show clubs how they can enter & 

update the rosters, how to use new website 
• Discussed some of the things MnUSA is working on for snowmobiling in the legislation. 

Old Business:  
• Secretary Dave Houghton, talked about emails, mailers, membership, new MnUSA website 
• Snowmobile Safety Classes: 

	 - Instructor Dan Tarnowski and Jessica Stahl talked about Jan. 10, 2026 training 
	 - Second training date Sat. Feb. 28, 2026 
	 - Making change on our website for ease of registration,  
	 - cap. 25 people, emails will go out,  
	 - This is a hybrid coarse w/ online for certificate,  
	 - Age 11 for training, validation when age 12. 

• Club Ride - Feb. 6-8, 2026, riding to The Grand Superior Lodge (1-800-627-9565) on the North Shore, 
leaving Friday from our maintenance building in Chisholm, Sat. tour North Shore trails, Sunday ride home. 
lodging details being emailed, YOU are responsible for your own reservations, contact Jamie McKenney @ 
218-969-7702 for info or questions. 

• Member John Taray talked about the Blackwoods Blizzard Tour, room to join tour, raising monies through 
pledges and sales, Blackwoods ALS Tour Raffle Calendars available thru him 

New Business: 
• D.A.V. Vintage Iron on the Range will be Feb. 14, 2026, ride to benefit the local Disabled American Veterans, 

ride from Palmer Tavern in Hibbing to Keewatin and back, last year, contact Matt Anderson 218-969-9066 
• Polar Bear Days in Chisholm, MN coming Feb. 12-15, 2026, PathBlazers will try to “share” the event 
• Rick Harding brought up the topic of member recruitment, discussion, 

	 Motion: Update our club posters and distribute as in the past. Printing to be done at Express Print. 
	 	 (M/S/C) Rick Harding/Tim Arnald 

• Annual review with USS will be in January. Pres. and trail admin. Dan Marich will attend. 
• Boys & Girls Club of Hibbing contacted the PathBlazers for continued support; 

	 Motion: Send a donation of $100 to The Boys & Girls Club of Hibbing, Mn for continuing support. 
	 	 (M/S/C) Mark Anderson/Rick Harding 

• January monthly meeting will be Wed. Jan. 21, 2026, Riverside Inn in Side Lake, MN, starts at 6:00pm. 
Everyone (member/nonmember) is welcome. Please continue the giving of non-perishable food items. 

Communications: 

Meeting Adjourned: Motion to adjourn at 7:01, (M/S/C) Chris Beel/Mark Anderson 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2026 
Riverside Inn in Side Lake, Mn 

Meeting Starts @ 6:00pm 
Please don’t forget your non-perishable food item. 

These donations help support the Local Food Shelves. 

For more information, questions or comments, please feel free to contact the following: 
Secretary, Dave Houghton - 263-5889     President, Dan Marich - 996-1003     Chair, Jodi Olson - 966-7817 

    Co-Chair/Trail Coordinator, Joe McKenney - 969-9717 


